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MISSION STATEMENT

“ We promote professional practices in the field of art 

by encouraging new careers, new possibilities and 

new directions for artists and veterans.” 

GOALS

· Serve military veterans and their families, active   military and their families, and other designated groups, through the medium of art by promoting practices that are professional, recreational and therapeutic;
· Maintain the highest possible quality standards in art, art instruction and career development by providing services such as exhibitions and social events that unite artists with patrons;
· Construct The Living Liberty Monument and Sculpture Park® and other projects to honor the service of veterans and their families.

History of New Century Art Guild

The vision to revitalize the Kimballton community into an art community and to support cultural growth in Western Iowa was hatched April 8, 2008 by two military veterans and an artist.  These three visionaries, Billy Marples, Scott Smith and Troy Muller, became the founding members of New Century Art Guild (NCAG).  

The purpose of the group was to promote the growth of artistic culture and to develop art-related careers in the Midwest, especially for military veterans wishing to develop careers in the visual arts.  The group met for almost three years before it became incorporated as a non-profit organization in January, 2011; and bylaws were written. Adam Maley, Chris Potratz, and Patricia Crosley were added as NCAG board members in 2012.  

NCAG leases the gallery at 117 Main in Kimballton,Iowa.  The gallery has 1000 square feet of display and office space.  Scott Smith, owner of Genesis Studio, houses a working art and photography studio across the street at 122 Main.  He donates over 600 square feet of overflow space for NCAG exhibits and events.  
Kimballton's Artistic Tradition 

There is a rich history of art appreciation in the “Danish Village” of Kimballton.  The first Danish immigrants were greatly influenced by the 19th century Danish philosopher N.F.S. Grundtvig.  He is regarded as the founder of Danish folk high schools, folkehøjskole, where creative arts, music, design and writing were taught as well as the concept of lifelong learning. His influence spawned a love for the arts in this Danish community.  

The most famous of Kimballton's artwork is the bronze sculpture of Hans Christian Andersen's “The Little Mermaid”.  The statue commemorates Andersen's famous fairy tale of a mermaid who wished to become a human.  The mermaid is a replica of the statue that greets visitors to the harbor in Copenhagen, Denmark.   In 2013 Kimballton commissioned NCAG's art director, Troy Muller to sculpt eight additional bronze statues depicting other Andersen fairy tales.   The statuettes surround the Little Mermaid and complete Kimballton's outdoor sculpture garden.  Dedication plagues on the statuettes honor the many Danish forefathers and mothers who were instrumental in establishing Kimballton as a thriving art community. 

2016 Board of Directors

	Jim O'Keefe – President

Main St.

Elk Horn, IA  51531

712-764-2215

jimokeefe1972@yahoo.com
term  1/1/15 – 1/1/18

Troy E. Blaine – Vice President
402-499-8020 cell
tblaine2737@hotmail.com
term 1/1/16 – 1/1/19

Liz Boutin – Secretary
www.elizabethboutin.com
eboutin@newcenturyartguild.org
term 6/1/16 – 1/1/18

Jay Weisenborn – Treasurer

term 6/1/16 – 1/1/18


	Troy Muller – Art Director

Muller Studios, Omaha

402-558-2356

tmuller@mullerstudios.com
www.mullerstudios.com
term  1/1/14 – 1/1/17 

Adam Maley -Interim Director

7746 State St.

Ralston, NE  68127

amaley@unomaha.edu
402-686-1097

term  1/1/14 – 1/1/17 
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Billy C. Marples 

NCAG Co-Founder  

Honorary Board Member

 1950 - 2013

2015 Activities & Accomplishments

Living Liberty Veteran Monument & Sculpture Park

· Received $10,000 Iowa Arts Council Grant for making 6 maquettes for the Liberty Park's central monument.  NCAG was able to match those funds.

· Produced 6 bronze maquettes depicting the five branches of US miliatry services and Lady Liberty using real life soldiers as models.

· Installed 5 maquettes as a central display in the lobby of the Iowa Nebraska Veterans Medical Center in Omaha to garner support for Sculpture Park.

Workshops

· National Veterans Golden Age Games in August.

· 16 Vets-4-Vets creative art workshops throughout the year at Bellevue University

· Monthly art workshops at Salem Nursing Home began in February.

Exhibits

· Co-sponsored veteran juried art exhibit at Metro Community College in Omaha, NE; featured 14 veteran artists.

· Three veteran artists Dustin Potter, welder; Bert Leaverton, photographer and Bryon Line, painter exhibit in Kimballton. 

· Exhibit work of emerging artist, Kyle Foster, US Army Infantryman, 2013 Iraq Vet,  at  Metro Community College Art Gallery in Omaha.

· Old World Prints exhibit during Danish Tivoli Fest in Kimballton.

Outreach

· Provided a financial grant and individual instruction for a Veteran pursuing art as a career.

· Freedom Rock Motorcyle Ride in June.  

· Presented a veterans appreciation assembly to 400 middle school students & faculty.

· Participated in a regional viewing of the PROJECT 22 film.

Ongoing Collaborations:

· Metro Community College, 4 campuses (over 1500 active and veteran military personnel)Military and Veteran Support Services 

· University of Nebraska in Omaha (UNO)   Veteran Student Organization (VSO)

· Joslyn Art Museum -

· Bellevue University   -  Military – Veteran Services Center 
· Lutheran Family Services  

· "HYPERLINK "http://www.lfsneb.org/behavioralhealth/at_ease/index.asp"At EaseHYPERLINK "http://www.lfsneb.org/behavioralhealth/at_ease/index.asp""HYPERLINK "http://www.lfsneb.org/behavioralhealth/at_ease/index.asp"  Behavioral Health Program for Vets Bellevue, NE location.    

· Vets4Vets Peer-to-Peer Support for Vets

·  Americorps  A national service program that provides individuals an opportunity to strengthen communities, mobilize volunteers and engage in a year of service-learning. 
2015 Financials
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